
 Learning Together: Pottsgrove Middle School

February 6, 2017

Upcoming Calendar Events 
February 10 - King & Queen of Hearts Dance, 7:00-9:00 PM
February 14 - School Board Meeting
February 14 & 16 - Physical Exams at Middle School
February 20 - No School for Staff or Students 
February 27 - PGMS PTA Meeting, Library, 7:00 PM
Remember you can customize the calendar information you receive from the 

school district web site so it matches the school(s) where your children attend. For more information about 
customizing your calendar visit the main page at the district web site and choose “Customize Your Calendar” 
from the left-hand menu. 

First LEGO™ League Tournament 
Our eighth 

grade LEGO™ Ro-
botics teams com-
peted this weekend 
in the First LEGO™ 
League (FLL) Re-
gional Champi-
onships Round at 
the University of 
Pennsylvania. Ten 
PGMS students put 

their custom-designed robot to the test during the Ro-
bot Challenge. They also presented an original solution 
they created to support physically and cognitively im-
paired individuals during equine therapy.

The unique piece of gear they designed to help rid-
ers know when they are balanced in the saddle while 
riding won second place in the Innovative Solution cat-
egory. Our students produced a working design after 
several protoypes and plan to continue the design pro-
cess regardless of their First LEGO™League result.

Despite their 
impressive second 
place finish in the 
Innovative Solution 
Award our MS team 
will not advance to 
the National Cham-
pionship Round 
this year.

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)   
Teacher training was completed in preparation for 

the MAP Testing that will take place later in February. 
This diagnostic measure, for all middle school students, 
will help us design instruction to meet the needs of all 
learners in Math and ELA classrooms. It also provides 
an additional data point for preparation toward PSSA 
testing in April and May. The MAP test will be taken in 
Mathematics and English Language Arts (ELA) only. 

MAP is connected to the Northwest Evaluation As-
sociation in Portland, Oregon. According to their web 
site, “In 1973, educators and researchers from Oregon 
and Washington state school districts formed an asso-
ciation to build a new kind of testing system. They were 
determined to create a new, precise way to measure an 
individual student’s academic level and growth—and 
then to use the resulting data as a transformational 
teaching tool.” See more about NWEA at: https://www.
nwea.org/

Tech & Learning magazine recently named MAP 
one of the best educational tools of 2016, citing new 
Next Genera-
tion Reports. 
We look for-
ward to using 
this tool to 
help student 
learning and 
instruction at 
the Middle 
School. 

Team works the Robot Table during competition...

MAP measures growth over time in Math & ELA...


