
Myths, Legends, Fables, and Tall Tales 
Triptych Project 

 
Approval with rationale due: _______________________________ 

Project due: Monday, November 15  
 

 Select a myth, legend, fable, or tall tale.  It could be a single book, or a story within a larger 
anthology.  In class we will be doing a series of lessons and activities that will show the similarities 
and differences between all these genres of literature.   
 This book share is called a “Triptych” because it requires you to create a construction paper 
display that is folded into thirds.   
 

Project Rubric 
Your “Triptych” must include the following elements: 

 

Panel 1: 
Analysis of the main character  

o Appearance (external) character traits with support 
o Personality (internal) character traits with support 

/20 

Panel 1: 
o Description of the setting 
o Map that shows where in the world your story is set or where it 

came from 

/10 

Panel 2: 
o Summary that includes conflict and resolution (use the burrito 

method for your topic sentence) 

 
/20 

Panel 2: 
o Original illustration on the bottom of the panel 

 
/10 

Panel 3:  
o Detailed explanation of the characteristics that make your story a 

myth, legend, fable, or tall tale with examples from the text 

 
/20 

Panel 3:  
o Detailed description of the moral, lesson, or explanation of the 

natural phenomenon that you learned from the text.   

/20 

Triptych Shape and Color: 
o The shape of your triptych should reflect the setting of your 

story and should be free standing 

 
 

/10 
Extension 

o Written description of what you learned about the culture by 
reading this, and how the culture is impacted by the story.   

 

 
TOTAL 

 
/100 

 
 



 
Oral Language 

 
 

Brief Summary 
o main ideas and most significant details  

 
/20 

Detailed explanation of the characteristics that make your story a myth, 
legend, fable, or tall tale with examples from the text 

 
/20 

Detailed description of the moral, lesson, or explanation of the natural 
phenomenon that you learned from the text.   

 
/20 

Ideas clearly presented /10 
Use of note-cards /10 
Audible voice with expression /10 
Eye contact and posture /10 
 
 
Definitions: 
 
Myth:  A story that explains how something was created or why something happened. The study of 
these stories is called mythology.     
Example: Hercules' Twelve Great Labors 
 
Legend: A story that usually has some basis and fact but contains exaggerations, or stretching of 
the truth. Sometimes there may be a little exaggeration, sometimes there is much. Legends are 
usually stories of how natural phenomena came to be and include a heroic character. 
Example: Legend of the Indian Paintbrush 
 
Fable: A story that teaches a useful lesson or moral. Fables deal with everyday problems people 
face.  
Example: The Tortoise and the Hare 
 
Tall Tale: A special form of folklore grew out of American frontier life. These stories are based 
on real people. However, as these stories were passed on, the truth was stretched a little bit more. 
Example: Paul Bunyan 
 
 
 


