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Section Summary 
GREAT BRITAIN RAISES TAXES 
Parliament raised the colonists’ taxes for money to 
pay for the French and Indian War. The tax money 
was also used to keep a British army in North 
America to protect the colonists against American 
Indian attacks. Parliament also tried harder to arrest 
smugglers avoiding taxes. 

Many colonists believed Britain had no right to 
tax them without their permission. Colonists 
communicated their ideas about British laws in 
Committees of Correspondence. Samuel Adams 
and James Otis spread the slogan “No Taxation 
without Representation.” Colonists chose to 
boycott, refusing to buy British goods. They hoped 
Parliament would end the new taxes. The Stamp 

 

MAIN IDEAS 
 1. British efforts to raise taxes on colonists sparked protest. 
 2. The Boston Massacre caused colonial resentment toward Great Britain. 
 3. Colonists protested the British tax on tea with the Boston Tea Party. 
 4. Great Britain responded to colonial actions by passing the Intolerable Acts. 

Key Terms and People 
Samuel Adams  Boston leader who believed Parliament could not tax the colonists 
without their permission 

Committees of Correspondence  method of communication between towns and 
colonies about British laws 

Stamp Act of 1765  required colonists to pay for an official stamp when buying 
paper items 

Boston Massacre  shooting by British soldiers killed five colonists 

Tea Act  an act allowing a British company to sell cheap tea directly to the colonists 

Boston Tea Party  a protest in which colonists dressed as American Indians and 
dumped 340 tea chests from British ships into Boston Harbor 

Intolerable Acts  laws passed to punish colonists for the Boston Tea Party 

Name one reason that 
Parliament raised taxes. 

_______________________  

_______________________  

How did colonists respond 
to British taxes? 

_______________________  

_______________________  
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Act of 1765 meant a tax had to be paid on legal 
documents, licenses, and other items. 

The Townshend Acts charged taxes on imported 
glass, lead, paints, paper, and tea. Boston’s Sons of 
Liberty attacked the customs houses to protest the 
taking of a ship on suspicion of smuggling. British 
soldiers came in 1768 to restore order. 

BOSTON MASSACRE 
On March 5, 1770, a few troops fired on Bostonians 
who were throwing snowballs at them. That led to 
the Boston Massacre. The soldiers and their officer 
were charged with murder. A jury found the officer 
and six soldiers acted in self-defense and were not 
guilty. Two soldiers were convicted of accidental 
killing. This calmed Boston for a while. 

THE BOSTON TEA PARTY 
Parliament ended almost all the Townshend Acts 
but left the tax on tea. Colonists united against the 
Tea Act. In November 1773 the Boston Tea Party 
showed the colonists’ spirit of rebellion. 

THE INTOLERABLE ACTS 
The Boston Tea Party made the new British Prime 
Minister very angry. Parliament punished Boston by 
passing the Intolerable Acts. The laws closed 
Boston Harbor until the colonists paid for the lost 
tea. Other parts of the Intolerable Acts angered the 
colonists even more. 

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY 
Critical Thinking: Imagining  Imagine you write 
for Boston’s Committee of Correspondence. Give a 
brief description of the Boston Massacre. 

 

Why do you think the jury 
found some of the troops 
not guilty? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  

Why did the Boston Tea 
Party anger the British 
Prime Minister? 

_______________________  

_______________________  

_______________________  

Underline the sentence that 
tells what the Townshend 
Acts did. 
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DIRECTIONS  Match the definition with the correct term from the right 
column. 

_____  1. These groups were created to share information 
with other towns and colonies about ways to 
challenge British laws. 

_____  2. In this event, colonists disguised as American 
Indians dumped more than 340 tea chests into 
Boston Harbor. 

_____  3. These laws were designed to punish the 
colonists in Boston for their actions against the 
British. 

_____  4. This man wrote and circulated papers 
encouraging colonists to join the protest against 
unfair taxation. 

_____  5. This took place when British soldiers fired into a 
crowd, killing five colonists. 

 a. Boston Massacre 

 b. Boston Tea Party 

 c. Committees of 
Correspondence 

 d. Intolerable Acts 

 e. Samuel Adams 

DIRECTIONS  Read each sentence and fill in the blank with the word 
that best completes the sentence. 

 6. Samuel Adams helped found the ______________________, which shared ideas 
and information about the new British laws and ways to challenge them.  
(House of Burgesses/Committees of Correspondence) 

 7. The ______________________ required colonists to pay for an official stamp, or 
seal, whenever they bought paper items. (Townshend Acts/Stamp Act) 

 8. As part of the ____________________, Boston Harbor was closed until colonists 
paid for tea destroyed in the Boston Tea Party. (Intolerable Acts/Tea Act) 

 9. The ______________________ was used as propaganda against the British by 
Samuel Adams and other protestors. (Boston Massacre/Boston Tea Party) 

 10. ______________________ helped create the Sons of Liberty to protest and use 
violence to frighten tax collectors. (Samuel Adams/George Grenville) 
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