
 
 
 
 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  

Gr. 
K Opinion Writing Student 

My writing… 
Peer 

This writing… 
Teacher 

This writing… 

1. is written from left to right and top to bottom    
2. has spaces between words    
3. shows use of a word wall to spell sight 

words    
4. has a capital letter for the word “I” (CC.K.L.2.a)    
5. spells words using letter sounds (CC.K.L.2.d)    
6. uses a capital letter for the first word in a 

sentence (CC.K.L.2.a)    
7. uses correct punctuation and end marks 

(CC.K.L.2.b)    
8. names a book or a topic (CC.K.W.1)    
9. shares an opinion or a preference (CC.K.W.1)    

     
     
     
     
     



 
 
 
 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  

Gr. 
1 Opinion Writing Student 

My writing… 
Peer 

This writing… 
Teacher 

This writing… 

1. is written from left to right and top to 
bottom    

2. has spaces between words    
3. shows use of a word wall to spell sight 

words    
4. has a capital letter for the word “I” 

(CC.1.L.2.a)    
5. spells words using letter sounds (CC.1.L.2.d)    
6. uses a capital letter for the first word in a 

sentence (CC.1.L.2.a)    
7. uses a period, question mark, or 

exclamation mark correctly (CC.1.L.2.b)    
8. uses capital letters for dates and/or 

names of people (CC.1.L.2.a)    
9. uses commas in dates (CC.1.L.2.c)    

10. uses commas in a series (CC.1.L.2.c)    
11. names a book or a topic (CC.1.W.1)    
12. shares an opinion or a preference 

(CC.1.W.1)    
13. shares a reason for opinion or 

preference (CC.1.W.1)    
14. includes a good ending (CC.1.W.1)    



 
 
 

 
Gr. 
2 Opinion Writing Student 

My writing… 
Peer 

This writing… 
Teacher 

This writing… 

1. capitalizes the first word in every sentence 
(CC.2.L.2.a)     

2. capitalizes “I” (CC.2.L.2.a)    

3. 
capitalizes proper nouns (people, places, 
days, months, holidays, story and book 
title) (CC.2.L.2.a)   

   

4. uses contractions correctly  (do not – don’t ) 
(CC.2.L.2.c)    

5. uses apostrophes to show possession.  
(Bobby’s hat) (CC.2.L.2.c)    

6. uses a reading book, dictionary, word walls, or 
other source to check spelling (CC.2.L.2.e)      

7. 
uses either a period, exclamation mark, or 
question mark at the end of each sentence 
(CC.1.L.2.b) 

   

8. uses commas for lists, dates, or greetings and 
closings in letters (CC.1.L.2.c)    

9. uses quotation marks for speech (CC.1.L.2.b)    

10. spells words using letter sounds (CC.2.L.2.d)    

11. begins with a topic sentence (CC.2.W.1)     

12. gives an opinion (CC.2.W.1)    

13. gives reasons for the opinion (CC.2.W.1)    

14. uses other words besides “then” to connect 
ideas (because, and, also, next) (CC.2.W.1)      

15. has an ending sentence (CC.2.W.1)    

16. has at least two paragraphs    



 
 
 

 
 
 

Gr. 
3 Opinion Writing Student 

My writing... 
Peer 

This writing... 
Teacher 

This writing... 

1. uses correct capitalization and punctuation  
(CC.3.L.2.a, b, c)     

2. uses apostrophes to show possession     
3. uses comparing adjectives correctly (more, 

most, -est) (CC.3.L.1.g)    
4. uses correct spelling (CC.3.L.2.f)    
5. spells words using letter sounds    
6. uses correct homophone (there, their, 

they’re, whose, who’s)    
7. uses all different parts of speech (noun, 

verb, pronoun, adjective, adverb, article)     
8. begins with a topic sentence (CC.3.W.1.a)     
9. clearly states the writer’s opinion (CC.3.W.1.a)    

10. reasons are given that support the writer’s 
opinion (CC.3.W.1.b)    

11. has a concluding sentence or paragraph 
(CC.3.W.1.d)    

12. has at least three paragraphs    



 
 

Gr. 
4 Opinion Writing Student 

My writing... 
Peer 

This writing... 
Teacher 
This writing... 

1. uses correct capitalization and punctuation (CC.4.L.2.a)     
2. uses quotation marks to punctuate speech (CC.4.L.2.b)    
3. uses commas in direct quotations (CC.4.L.2.b)    
4. uses a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a 

compound sentence (CC.4.L.2.c)    
5. spells grade-appropriate words correctly (references 

are used as needed) (CC.4.L.2.d)    
6. uses apostrophes to show possession     
7. use comparative and superlative adjectives      
8. recognizes and uses contractions    
9. uses prepositions and prepositional phrases (CC.4.L.1.e)    

10. uses commonly misused words correctly (to, too, two)    
11. uses different parts of speech to make writing more 

interesting (adjectives and adverbs)    
12. identifies and indents paragraphs    
13. begins with a topic sentence (CC.4.W.1.a)    
14. states an opinion (CC.4.W.1.a)    
15. is purposeful and organized (CC.4.W.1.a)    
16. provides reasons that are supported by facts and 

details (CC.4.W.1.b)      
17. uses transitional words and phrases (CC.4.W.1.c)    
18. writes an effective conclusion (CC.4.W.1.d)    
19. states and consistently uses point of view (CC.4.W.1)    
20. constructs at least four paragraphs    



 
 

Gr. 
5 Opinion Writing Student 

My writing... 
Peer 

This writing... 
Teacher 
This writing... 

1. uses correct capitalization and punctuation     
2. uses quotation marks to punctuate speech if 

applicable    
3. uses commas correctly (words in a series, to 

indicate direct address, etc.) (CC.5.L.2.a,b,c)    
4. uses the correct verb tense (CC.5.L.2.b,c,d)    
5. spells grade-appropriate words correctly 

(references are used as needed)  (CC.5.L.2.e)    
6. uses apostrophes correctly    
7. uses comparative and superlative adjectives 

correctly    
8. uses contractions correctly    
9. uses commonly misused words correctly (to, too, 

two)    
10. uses correlative conjunctions correctly (either/or, 

neither/nor)    
11. uses prepositions and prepositional phrases 

(CC.5.L.1.a)    
12. begins with a topic sentence (CC.5.W.1.a)    
13. develops an argument/opinion that includes a clear 

position (CC.5.W.1.a)    
14. has an organized structure with grouped ideas 

(CC.5.W.1.a)    
15. provides logical reasons that are supported by facts 

and details (CC.5.W.1.b)    
16. uses transitional words and phrases link ideas 

together (CC.5.W.1.c)    
17. writes an effective conclusion (CC.5.W.1.d)    
18. shows evident awareness of task and audience    
19. has at least five paragraphs    
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