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Important Reminders 
-We make use of the Lobby Guard 
System to register visitors.  If you 
need to go to a classroom, are 
volunteering or are at the school to 
participate in a meeting, you must 
check in at the office.  You must 
present your driver’s license and it 
will be scanned to generate a visitor 
badge.   

-Please remember to have 
individuals, who may be picking up 
your child, bring their ID. Also, 
please notify the school if someone 
different is picking up your child. 

-Please be sure to complete the on -
line information and the information 
in the West welcome packet as soon 
as possible.  If you need assistance 
with the online forms, please contact 
the office.  We also have a computer 
available in the office that you may 
come in and use to complete the 
forms. 

- Please be sure to display your car 
tag in the car pick up line every day.  
If multiple people will be consistently 
picking up your child, we can issue 
additional tags if needed.   

- It is very important to notify the 
school if your child is going home in 
an alternate manner, such as being 
picked up vs. taking the bus.  You 
may send a note to the teacher, an 
email or call the office. 

From Mrs. Koehler’s Desk: 
We are off to an exciting start for the 13-14 school year.  The children 
are getting into the routine and doing a fabulous job!  The classrooms 
are buzzing with activity and we are all excited to be back together for 
another exciting school year.  I am getting to know our new 
kindergarteners and our many new students and working with staff to 
make sure that everyone has a positive experience here at West.   

I am looking forward to seeing parents and guardians at our annual 
Back to School Night next Thursday September 12, 2013.  Our 

evening will start at 6:30 PM with a brief presentation in the gym and 
then parents will be dismissed to the classrooms to meet the teachers 
and hear about all of the exciting things your children will be doing 
this year at West.  This is an evening to learn about the teachers’ 
expectations and the academic programs, not to discuss your 
individual child’s performance to date.  Parent conferences will be 
held on November 25,26.  You will receive information in mid 
October to sign up for a conference.   

It is a pleasure to work with you and your children.  My email is 
tkoehler@pgsd.org, please feel free to email me with any questions or 
concerns or to just let me know how your child is doing!   

Mrs. Koehler J  
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Reading Department News: 
 
At the beginning of the school year, our Reading 
Department assesses all children to determine a baseline 
for the school year.  This information gives teachers a 
snapshot of where your child is after the summer break.  
This information is also used to determine if your child is 
in need of Title 1 intervention services for grades 1 and 2.  
We do these assessments periodically throughout the 
year so we can continually address the needs of the 
students.  We determine Title 1 eligibility for 
kindergarten students in November to give the children 
time to participate in instruction and to get familiar with 
school.  Please contact Marianne Harrison, our Reading 
Specialist at mharrison2@pgsd.org if you have any 
questions about our Reading Department. 

Upcoming Events: 
9/8/13: West Pottsgrove Twp. Community Day 
12-5 PM.  Come say hello to Mrs. Koehler and 
Mrs. Williams, the principal at Lower! 
9/12/13: Back to School Night 6:30 PM 
9/13/13: Kidstuff Fundraiser Begins 
9/19/13:  PTO Welcome Reception 6:30 PM  
9/21/13: PTO Trunk sale 8-12 
9/25/13: Act 80 Day Early Dismissal 1:30 PM 
9/27/13: PTO Movie Night  
9/30/13: Book Fair Starts! 
10/3/13: PTO Meeting Library 6:30 PM 
10/8/13: Picture Day 
10/14/13: Spirit Wear Fundraiser Begins 
10/23/13: Act 80 Day Early Dismissal 1:30 PM 
10/26/13: Trunk or Treat 4-6 PM 

PLEASE JOIN US ON THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 19 FOR A PTO WELCOME RECEPTION! 
Come out and meet the PTO officers and hear about the great activities they have planned for the children 
and about all the wonderful things this organization does for the school.  The event will begin at 6:30 PM 
and we will meet in Rooms 23/24 at West.  Hope to see you all here! 

Did you know there is more than one to read a book? 
 
 
 
We teach the children about three ways to read a book: 

1. You can read the words written by the author. 
2. You can read the story by looking at the pictures. 
3. You can retell the story. 

The students at West are in the process of building their 
Reading stamina.  If you ask them what stamina is, they are 
sure to be able to tell you what it is!  As part of our literacy 
instruction, the students are building their stamina in reading 
to themselves.  We are charting their progress on a chart by 
the library.  The teachers time the children every day and the 
children are working hard to increase their times.  The 
children all have individual book boxes that contain books 
that are on that student’s level.  During Read to Self time the 
children may use the three ways to read a book with the books 
in their box.  During this time, the teacher is conferring with 
students about what they are reading and often the teachers 
ask the children to share what they are reading and to read 
aloud to the teacher.  The teachers will be sharing more about 
this at Back to School Night.  Upcoming Newsletters will 
include more about our literacy program and also about our 
math program.  We will also be planning family math and 
reading nights, so watch for details about those.  We are 
partners in your child’s education and we want to keep you in 
the loop on what the children are doing here at school. 

Parents,  
Mrs. Koehler and the recess staff 
need your help!   
Many incidents of aggression on the 
playground, bus or in the cafeteria are 
the result of children acting out video 
games.  Young children are often still 
working on distinguishing between 
fact and fantasy.  Many video games 
for young children have cartoon 
characters that do not appear to get 
hurt when they are hit or experience 
other types of injurious behavior.  The 
children emulate these games at recess 
and this often results in someone 
getting hurt, angry or upset.  I also 
hear reports of children acting out 
games like Call of Duty and games 
with Zombies.  I understand the 
popularity of these games and know 
that many adults and older children 
enjoy them; the little ones do not 
always recognize that these are 
fantasy games because the games are 
so realistic.  I want parents to be 
aware that this is a concern and to ask 
for your assistance in discussing this 
with your children.  Thanks! 


