
 

 

 
 

       POTTSGROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
               

         1301 Kauffman Road 
          Pottstown, PA 19464-2398 
          Phone: (610) 327-2277      

 
 
April 24, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
The closure of schools for the remainder of the school year has required the district to revise processes related to grading practices.  As 
a result, the guidelines that were communicated on April 2 have been revised.  Teachers will have flexibility in assigning grades 
during this time to allow for various student needs, recognize student growth, and understand the need to revise practices. 
 
Secondary Students 
Assignments from March 31 forward will count toward the fourth marking period.  Both marking periods 3 and 4 were greatly 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  As a result, the percentage of the overall grade for these marking periods has been adjusted to 
recognize a changed learning environment, decreased length of marking periods, and altered assignments. Adjustments to how final 
grades will be calculated are as follows:  
 

Marking 
Period 1 

Marking 
Period 2 

Midterm Marking 
Period 3 

Marking 
Period 4 

Final Exams 

30% 30% 10% 15% 15% Eliminated 

  
In addition, the teachers are using the following as guidelines: 

1. Student grades cannot be lower than they were at the end of the third marking period as long as students submit 90% of the 
work with a cumulative score of 70% or higher in the fourth marking period. 

2. Student grades can go up if the work in marking period 4 is a benefit to the student. 
3. Students will receive a 60% for marking period 4 as long as 70% of the work is submitted. 

 
These adjusted percentages will be used to produce the final report card for all secondary students. At Pottsgrove High School these 
same percentages will be used when calculating GPA and class rank. Student transcripts will reflect this same weighting. 
 
Elementary Students 
 
Teachers continue to expect work from students and some assignments will be graded as indicated by teachers.  Students will receive 
one overall grade for English/Language Arts and one overall grade for Mathematics.  The following table shows how teachers will be 
evaluating student work during the third trimester. 
 

Criteria 3 2 1 Incomplete 

Assignment 
Completion 

Most assignments 
are complete with 
all work shown. 

Many assignments 
are complete with 
most work shown. 

Few assignments 
are complete with 
some work shown. The number of 

assignments 
turned in or 
documented does 
not provide 
enough 
information for 
assignment of a 
grade. 

Organization 
All work is 
organized and 
legible. 

Most of the work 
is organized and 
legible. 

Some  of the work 
is organized and 
legible. 

Use of Feedback 

Student used most 
feedback given to 
revise and  
improve their 

Student used some  
feedback given to 
revise and  
improve their 

Student used little  
feedback given to 
revise and  
improve their 



 

 

work. work. work. 

Student 
Understanding 

 

Assessments, 
assignments and 
dialog show the 
student 
understands most 
concepts and 
skills.. 

Assessments, 
assignments and 
dialog show the 
student 
understands most 
concepts and 
skills.. 

Assessments, 
assignments and 
dialog show the 
student 
understands few  
concepts and 
skills.. 

 
The Pottsgrove School District’s Continuity of Education Plan will continue to be in effect, as communicated.  Again, the extended 
closure of school has required the above revisions to recognize that many things have changed within a student’s education.   
 
The school district hopes all students and families remain well during this time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
William R. Shirk, Jr. Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
Daniel I. Vorhis, Director of Instruction and Assessment 
David E. Ramage, Ph.D., Director of Integration for Learning & Instruction 
 
 


