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Message from the Superintendent

Dr. William Shirk

Pottsgrove Board of School Directors
Members of the Pottsgrove School Board: (L-R) Mrs. Patricia Grimm, Dr. Charles Nippert, Mrs. Tina McIntyre, Mr. Scott Hutt, Mr. Robert
Lindgren, Mr. Jim Lapic, Mrs. Ashley Custer, Mr. Bill Parker, Mr. Al Leach. Seated in front student board representatives: Ms. Brenna
Mayberry and Ms. Savannah Lear

The nine members of the Pottsgrove
School Board are elected at large to
serve the citizens of West, Upper,
and Lower Pottsgrove Townships.
The Board meets the second and
fourth Tuesday of each month at
7:30 pm. Input from our residents is
always welcome.
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The Pottsgrove School District has had over 60 highlights and accomplishments
over the last two years that we are proud to share. These accomplishments have come in the
areas of: (1) curriculum, data, and assessment, (2) co-curricular initiatives, (3) professional
development, (4) pupil services, (5) technology and network infrastructure, and (6) facilities
and operations. Pottsgrove's most notable achievements include the institution of a districtwide curriculum renewal process consisting of a comprehensive framework for continual
curriculum evaluation. In addition, Advanced Placement courses and co-curricular programs
have been expanded to meet the ever-changing needs of our students. School safety and
student welfare efforts have been a focus of the Pottsgrove School District. Active shooter
training began two years ago and involved identifying and training our staff on national best
practices for such events. Also, a Safe School Partnership Committee was established within
the community; including police, first responders, parents, faculty, and administration. Other
efforts include staff training in the areas of behavior and crisis management while fostering a
growth mindset. From a technology perspective, investment in network infrastructure and
equipment has provided our students access to instruction in 21st Century learning.
Our "Foundation for Success" philosophy encompasses the following tenets: (1) emphasizing responsibility, respect, and
safety, (2) setting high standards across all academic, behavioral, and social maturity levels, (3) fostering collaborative
problem-solving, and (4) leaving no student, parent, or colleague behind. Additionally, the PGSD is a proponent of advancing
student achievement through a holistic approach that produces a more accurate indicator of students' growth, and closing
the achievement gap among historically underperforming subgroups. From a budgetary standpoint, current
allocation challenges have been met through diligent efforts by the school board, administration, staff, and
community. In order to maintain our fiscal responsibility, the district has championed modest tax increases
over the last four years. Our 4-year average tax increase is 0.24% substantially below the Act 1 Index.
Thank you for your continued support.
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WHO ARE WE?
The Pottsgrove School District is a suburban school district that is located in western Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania. The district is comprised of three townships surrounding the Borough of Pottstown. They form a
"horseshoe" starting with Lower Pottsgrove Township in the east and northeast, Upper Pottsgrove Township to the
northwest, and West Pottsgrove Township to the west.
The district has a population of 20,627 residents. The Schuylkill River, which flows from west to east toward the
Delaware River, comprises two boundaries of the District, one to the west of Pottstown and the other to the east. The
Pottsgrove School District consists of five schools. Two elementary schools grades K-2, one elementary school grades
3-5, one middle school grades 6-8, and one high school grades 9-12.
The District serves over 3200 students from the three townships. Since the jointure in 1956 that formed the Pottsgrove
School District, we have been committed to providing an excellent atmosphere for learning and service to the
community. The experiences we provide our students inspire them to be successful in a variety of
endeavors from academic success, to proficiency in the arts and achievements in athletics.
The strengths of the District are strong community support for the schools, a
dedicated staff, and an active student body.

The Mission of Pottsgrove School District
The mission of Pottsgrove School District is to educate and inspire all students to
excel as productive, responsible citizens, and lifelong learners.

QUICK FACTS:

Class of 2018 Statistics
* 96.4% Graduation Rate
* 78% students attending a Two or
Four year College and/or
Technical School
* 11% Employment
* 2% students entering the Military
* $3,760,088.00 Offered in
scholarships to the Class of 2018

* 5 Operating school buildings with 610,925 square
feet of building space and 161.8 acres of land
* 3357 students enrolled
* 56 School Vehicles logged 833,315 miles
* $66,078,612.00 Budget
* 3 Sending Townships – Upper, Lower and West
Pottsgrove
* 139 or 30% of our teachers currently have a
Master’s Degree
* 20 or 4.5% of our teachers have a Master’s Degree
plus 15 additional credits
* 28 or 6% of our teachers have a Master’s Degree
plus 30 additional credits
* 2 of our teachers hold a Doctorate Degree

Top Five 4 Year Colleges by Choice
o West Chester
o Kutztown
o Penn State Main/Berks
o Temple
o Drexel
3
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Vision Statement
* Our students will attain
their fullest potential while
exhibiting a love of
learning, a passion for
excellence, and respect for
humanity.
* Our students will
demonstrate proficiency
relative to state and district
standards.
* Our graduates will be
productive contributors to
a changing global society.

Images are low-resolution, are not color-managed, and do not reflect final quality.

TRIM LINE TRIM LINE

Ringing Rocks Elementary
1401 Kauffman Road
Pottstown, Pa 19464
610-323-0903
West Pottsgrove Elementary
25 Grosstown Road
Stowe, Pa 19464
610-323-6510
Lower Pottsgrove Elementary
1329 Buchert Road
Pottstown, Pa 19464
610-323-7510

Our Schools

Pottsgrove
4

Serving our youngest students, Pottsgrove has two K-2 centers, Ringing Rocks
Elementary and West Pottsgrove Elementary. Here, grade-level teams of
professionals use data and research-based curriculum to provide a strong foundation
for reading, writing and math for all students.
RINGING ROCKS ELEMENTARY HIGHLIGHTS:
* Implemented two new curricular resources in math and language arts.
* Committed to the educational use of technology, students regularly use iPads
and computers to enhance their learning along with the integration of several
STEAM activities.
* Launched Watch DOGS (Dads of Great Students), a program that encourages
dads and father figures to volunteer at school.
* Inspired by the Home Reading Program, over 300 students read over 100 books.
* Extended partnership with Operation Backpack of Pottstown to help provide
weekend meals to students living in poverty.
* Earned statewide recognition for the implementation of our SWPBS (School-wide
Positive Behavior Support) program for the second year in a row.
WEST POTTSGROVE ELEMENTARY HIGHLIGHTS:
* Implemented two new curricular resources in math and language arts.
* Participated in the MUSC Wellness Checklist through the Pottstown Health and
Wellness Foundation to promote monthly challenges to elevate a healthy lifestyle
for our students, staff, and families.
* Featured Annual Art Show to display student work surrounding the theme of the
art of Africa.
* Introduced many STEAM activities: Ozbots for students to learn how to code,
a Maker Space area was constructed to promote creativity and collaboration.
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Pottsgrove Middle School
1351 North Hanover Street
Pottstown, Pa 19464
610-326-8243
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O
ur third-grade students come
together at Lower Pottsgrove

LOWER POTTSGROVE
ELEMENTARY HIGHLIGHTS:
* Enjoyed another successful Trunk
or Treat program attracting over 200
students and parents.
* Featured guest speakers from the
high school football team and district
administrators for a morning of
reading, stories and literacy for Dr.
Seuss Day and Read Across America.
* Allowed students to explore their
creative side at the Holiday Sing-ALong and Pumpkin Decoration
Contests.
* Engaged a variety of students to learn
to work together for common goals at
the Lower Pottsgrove Student
Leadership Program teaching
leadership skills.

W

hen students enter Pottsgrove Middle School in grade six, each receives an iPad
device and tools to extend learning beyond the classroom walls. Our teachers receive
ongoing, embedded professional development in the use of digital tools to engage
students, present the curriculum, and assess student learning in ways not possible just
a few years ago. At this level, a comprehensive developmental guidance program, a
variety of encore courses in art, music, physical education, computers, robotics,
coding, and the introduction of interscholastic athletics round out our strong core
academics. Eligible students can accelerate in math and explore a world language.
POTTSGROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS:
* Reinforced positive behaviors and eliminated negative behaviors, such as bullying,
through student leadership program, Student Coalition, that began in conjunction
with the Upper Pottsgrove Police Department.
* Implementated School-wide Positive Behavior Support (SWPBS) and received State
recognition for our “No Place for Hate” initiatives.
* The Robotics team competed at the state level at the University of Pennsylvania.
* Utilize iBook Author to write their own textbook, the Social Studies Department will
integrate this technology using iPads.
* Recognized by the Philadelphia Eagles, our Fuel Up to Play 60 program was one of
the NFL’s most consistent program due to our high level of participation.
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Elementary School. Lower Pottsgrove
develops the whole child through it’s
highly regarded academic program
and varied encore courses. Like our
K-2 schools, the curriculum is PA
Core aligned and instructional
strategies are based on research in best
practice.
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Pottsgrove High School
1345 Kauffman Road
Pottstown PA 19464
610-326-5105

Western Montgomery Career and Technology Center
77 Graterford Road
Limerick, PA 19468
610-489-7272

MOVING FORWARD
TOGETHER

P
ottsgrove High School, while
relatively small with just over 1000

Technology Center is to prepare
quality citizens for lifelong
productivity in a challenging and
changing world by forming
innovative partnerships among
family, school and community.
In addition to preparation for direct
entry into the workforce, WMCTC
students are prepared to enroll in
college studies. Many two and four
year institutions offer programs of
study which complement the
occupational and technical areas
offered at WMCTC.

students, offers as much, if not
more, than much larger schools.
Each Pottsgrove High School
student receives a district issued
laptop computer.
Pottsgrove High School
has something for every learner. A
rigorous set of core, college
preparatory courses is just the
beginning. A student at Pottsgrove
can take advantage of over a dozen
Advanced Placement and dual
enrollment courses, earning
college credits while still in high
school.
An extensive selection of art,
music, engineering and technology
courses, as well as, clubs
and championship athletics,
complete our students’ day.

WMCTC HIGHLIGHTS:
* 17 different career programs.
* Over 90% competent and advanced
scoring on the NOCTI exam.
* Over 275 businesses support our
students either through co-op
experiences or community sponsorships.

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS:
Many friendships are formed through clubs. Students are able to grow a sense of fellowship with others who share
common interest and goals. Clubs are a fun way for different communities of students to come together and express
themselves.
* Students from DECA qualified for the international conference located in Atlanta, Georgia.
* In partnership with 3M, the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, and the Montgomery County Conservation
District, the Environmental Club finished up the rain garden in the front of the school building. This rain
garden protects our environment by salvaging runoff in the rain garden to water plants and wildlife.
* Spark The Wave Club volunteers countless hours in the community with the goal of improving the quality of
life for Pottsgrove residents. Members of Spark The Wave volunteered in many roles at the Althouse
Arboretum where they hosted events for children and adults to learn about nature.
* Key Club held our third annual Mini-Thon to raise $5,000.00 for childhood cancer.
* Pottsgrove supports the Air Force JROTC allowing students to learn leadership skills.
*The Yearbook won First Place in the American Scholastic Press Association showing "excellence in the
fields of writing, photography and page design."
* Recognized for its participation in the International Day of Peace, Pottsgrove stands tall in its values.
Our sports teams are comprised of talented and dedicated athletes that continue to strive for success. The student
athletes at Pottsgrove have learned to work together to be the best that they can be.
* Introduced Co-ed Bowling and Girls Volleyball as PIAA sports for the first time in school history.
* Pottsgrove Athletics celebrated numerous district and state medalists in a variety of individual sports, as well
as, Football repeating as PIAA District 1 AAAA Champions.
Pottsgrove celebrates a series of special events to honor long standing traditions. We have events such as Color Day,
Homecoming, Fall Ball, a Shark Tank competition, a Reality Fair, a MiniThon, Plays, STEAM Expos, and much
more.
* Our music program provides a strong avenue for students to express themselves through choral, orchestra or
6
band programs.
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Pottsgrove School District Budget: Serving students and respecting taxpayers
Pottsgrove School District’s $66 million spending plan for 2017-18 balances the district’s mission to provide students
with a top-notch education with the economic challenges faced by local taxpayers.
The 2017-18 school budget included a 0.39% tax increase, due to a state-mandated increase in district contributions to
the Pennsylvania school employee pension plan. The tax bill on a house with the district’s median assessment of
$120,000.00 is approximately $4500.00.
Pottsgrove administrators and School Board members work tirelessly to keep costs down. Some spending increases
were required due to state mandated programs or labor contracts. The School Board and Administration continue to
support the Digital Learning Environment (DILE), which puts an Apple device in every student's hand at the secondary
level. It’s just one of the many efforts by the district to ensure Pottsgrove graduates are college and career ready and
can compete in the world marketplace, regardless of the financial resources of their family.
Instruction

$38,448,845

Debt Service

$5,150,669

Operations & Maintenance

$4,878,837

Administrative

$3,785,696

Other

$3,445,783

Student Transportation

$2,760,820

Data Process / Strategic Plan

$2,079,792

Real Estate Taxes

$38,469,990

State Funds

$19,970,857

Other Local Revenue

$5,763,518

Federal Funds

$984,475
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Instructional Support Services $4,514,337
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- Mean RIT score was
higher than the previous
year's test (showing
growth) AND met or
exceeded the national
norm
- Mean RIT score was
higher than the previous
year's test (showing
growth) but did not meet
the national norm
- Mean RIT score was lower
than the previous year's test
within the same academic
year AND mean RIT score
did not meet the national
norm OR the first test of
the year was below the
national norm

Pottsgrove uses the Measure of Academic Progress, or MAP, in grades two through ten to gather student performance data each
fall, winter, and spring. Both Mathematics and Reading assessments are given online, and teachers can review results the
following day. The results help teachers adjust instruction to match what each student is ready to learn. This data also allows us
to determine the rate of student growth, make comparisons in "real time" to national norms, and determine projected proficiency
for yearly state assessments and/or college readiness.
MAP uses a RIT Score, which is a continuous measure of increasing complexity for a particular discipline (Math or Reading)
that is grade level independent. Much like the inches on a tape measure indicate a student’s increasing height throughout their
childhood, the RIT scale shows us how a student is growing in their academic skills and readiness.

MAP is a great example of the interaction among our Curriculum, Integration, and Technology departments. Each area plays a
critical role in creating the environment for successful implementation, aligning instruction to meet academic goals, and
supporting teachers and administrators to use the results for positive change and growth.

Percentage of AP Students With Scores 3+
A score of three or higher is the score that most colleges use to award credit for the course. Pottsgrove students exceed
both the state and worldwide percentages in this area of AP achievement.
2018 SAT Scoring Comparison
This chart shows how Pottsgrove students compared to all other students on a State and National level.
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The tables included here show end-of-year results for both MAP Math and MAP Reading. Our students often outperform the
national norms for students at the same grade level, and consistently show growth from one test to the next. We value
achievement and growth, and the MAP results are one of the ways we monitor student progress and intervene with students who
need to grow further, and faster, to eliminate achievement gaps.

