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If you know a member of the Pottsgrove Family who is 
‘shining’, email krawlings@mciu.org to let us know!

Pottsgrove Middle School was selected as a runner 
up in a nationwide essay contest for Fuel Up to Play 
60 (FUTP60).  The contest required students to write 
about healthy changes they  made at their school and 
community through FUTP60.  Eighth grade language 
arts teachers Susan Smith, Jane  McEachern, and 
Ricky Royce, brought FUTP60 into their classrooms 
and students took away the importance of living a 
healthy lifestyle. The middle school will be receiving 
an Xbox 360 console with Kinect and a TV.  
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Endearing friendships have been formed this year at Pottsgrove High School through a new 
organization called Falcon Friends.  The group, which pairs students with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities in friendships with other high school students, has been a great success since 
it got off the ground this school year.
   “Falcon Friends is an amazing experience for me. I learned so much from my new friends each and 
every day and will never forget the fun I had with them” said Daniel Harp a senior football player who 
assists during gym class.  Jonathan Wolbert also a senior, member of cross country and track, and helper 
in gym class added, “So many great memories have been made in such a short time.” 
   There are currently 33 general education high school students supporting and developing friendships 
with 13 life skills students by assisting in the classroom, and accompanying students to elective classes 
and on their monthly community trips.  “To me becoming a Falcon Friend has been the best thing I have 
done in my whole Pottsgrove career! Seeing the students’ hard work and dedication puts the biggest 
smile on my face,” exclaimed Chloe Grebe a senior who attends painting with two students three days a 
week.
   “The response to Falcon Friends has been really positive. The students are doing wonderful things 
together,” said Kristen Uhas, Autistic Support Teacher, who started the group with Melissa DeStefano, 
Life Skills Teacher. “The group provides socialization for our [life skills] students so they can interact 
with their peers. They are excited to have new friendships with other students who now sit with them at 
lunch and say hello to them in the hallways. The other students love it too.”
   Students who were interested in being a Falcon Friend submitted an application at the beginning of 
the school year expressing their interest in helping the life skills class. Ms. Uhas and Ms. DeStefano 
selected the students, conducted training sessions, and matched the students according to their schedules. 
“Independence is the focus of the group. We want to teach the Falcon Friends about assisting our life 
skills students rather than enabling them,” Uhas said.
   Most of the Falcon Friends help out on a daily basis, but others who had scheduling con!icts only 
attend the community outings such as trips to Applebees for lunch and Coventry Mall to purchase 
holiday gifts. “Our "nal activity of the year is to have the Falcon Friends come to Special Olympics to 
be on the "eld with our students. This will be better than ever because they have created a rapport by 
working together all year long,” DeStefano said. In the past, student leadership would attend, but they 
did not necessarily have a relationship with the students.
    Melissa DeStefano described the lasting effects of the group,  “Falcon Friends have made a huge 
impact on our students – it is truly enlightening to see the smiles and positive interactions with their 
peers outside the classroom!”
   “I’m really excited that we have so many great students working together and forming life changing 
friendships,” Uhas said.
     Falcon Friends: Alexis Adair, Kristina Antonio, Madeline Barrett, Brianna Braunsberg, Chloe Grebe, 
Mackenzie Gross, Daniel Harp, Madison Hartzell, Marissa Kineer, Felicia Nester, Kyle Rodriguez, 
Brandon Ruppe, Asia Watkins, Jonathan Wolbert, Shaina Wood, Merissa Bechtel, Eric Gray, Taylor 
Inhof, Mollie Marko, Andrea Paganelli, Cheyenne Ready, James Reed, Gabriella Tammaro, Hayley 
Tomaselli, Jake Deska, Devon Fink, Alison Lang, Wendy Ni, Kyle Walter, Cheyenne Davison, Daria 
Maggio, Mercedes Taylor, Brooke Toennies.

Back row: Kyle Rodriguez, Bryanna Kulp, Allison 
Lang, Gabriella Tammaro, Emily Radomicki, 
Cheyenne Ready, Austin Morris, Megan Reifsnyder, 
Kyle Walter Front row: AJ Giacalone, TJ McKelvey, 
Katrina Moran, Krisina Antonio
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