
  Pottsgrove School District 
Frequently Asked Questions About Transition to Hybrid Programming - gathered from parents during the 
Parent Intent Survey window that closed October 9, 2020. 
 
 

 
Category Specific Question(s) Answers 

Safety Protocols 

Will students need to arrive earlier for daily 
screenings? 
 
 
 
Will there be screening questions for parents 
on a regular basis? 
 
 
How will positive COVID-19 cases be relayed 
to families? 
 
 
Will there be daily temperature checks? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will students be socially distanced on 
the bus? 

No.  Students will follow a typical schedule; however, 
health and safety protocols will be in place.  Staff and 
families will be asked to self-screen prior to coming to 
school. 
 
Yes, a screening tool will be shared with families that 
not only provides the symptoms, but also requires 
input by families daily. 
 
The district is required to report all cases to the 
Montgomery County Office of Public Health.  The 
district will use their guidance on such decisions. 
 
Thermal imaging cameras will be in use.  When 
students/staff are seen to have elevated temperature 
via thermal imaging, further temperature checks will 
occur.  However, using guidance from various health 
advisories, the district is not requiring temperature 
checks. 
 
Using guidance from various advisories, students will 
be seated two to a seat, seat from back to front, have 
windows open (weather permitting), and all will be 
required to wear masks. 
 



A/B Scheduling 

Will families be able to choose whether 
students will attend school in Group A on 
Monday and Tuesday or in Group B on 
Thursday and Friday? 
 
In order to align childcare issues, can 
families and/or neighbors request the same 
schedule? 
 
 
 
 
I have three children within the PGSD, is it 
possible they can have the same hybrid 
schedule attending their school the same 
days each week? 
 
 
Can I change my transportation choice if 
needed? 

The district will attempt to work with families to the 
greatest extent possible.  However, due to various 
requests and the potential for staffing implications, 
the district cannot guarantee your choice will be 
honored. 
 
Again, if possible, the district will attempt to keep 
requested students together.  However, the district 
cannot guarantee choices at this time. 
Yes, students within the same family will operate on 
the same hybrid schedule. 
 
Yes, by assigning our students “geographically” we 
intend to have all the children in the same household 
attending on the same schedule for their on-site and 
virtual days. Considerations relative to geography and 
families will be most critical.  
 
The district asks families to choose the option most 
likely to be used.  However, if a change needs to occur, 
the district will work with families. 
 

Hybrid vs. 
Full in Person 

Why isn’t there  an option for full, in-person 
instruction for five days a week? 
 
 
 
 
Is it possible that students might return to 
full, in person instruction five days a week 
this year? 
 
 

Following the guidance of many health advisories, and 
the PGSD Health and Safety Plan, six feet of social 
distancing  needs to be observed.  However, the 
district continuously monitors daily transmission 
rates across the county and within townships for more 
information.  
 
The district is currently working with staff to plan for 
hybrid instruction while maintaining the virtual 
option.  After we implement and monitor the hybrid 
program, decisions will be made about next steps. 

Retaining  As planning occurs for the hybrid model, will 
my child have the same teacher? 

As we plan for both hybrid instruction and our virtual 
academy, we are unable to guarantee that students' 



Same Teacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If a teacher is unable to work from school for 
health reasons, how will hybrid scheduling 
work? 

current teachers may not need to be adjusted 
depending on our attendance and staffing needs in 
each program. Even in "normal" years, we can not 
make that guarantee as there are always leave 
requests, resignations, illnesses etc. that can create a 
different teacher assignment for your student. These 
current circumstances are creating even more 
challenges regarding these items. It is our intention to 
maintain current classes, but we are unable to say 
with certainty that all current teacher assignments 
will be maintained.  
 
Our Human Resources department has been meeting 
with staff.  In addition, Parent Intent Surveys are being 
collected.  We will use all this information to design 
the hybrid program. 
 

Switching Between 
Options 

Will families be able to switch between the 
hybrid and virtual option at various points? 
 
 
 
Will you honor day choices if we are driving 
the kids?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Families are asked to identify their choice now for the 
week of November 30 through the end of January. 
After that point in time, the district will re-evaluate 
next steps and seek parent input again. 
 
No, the A or B designation your family receives is 
independent of the transportation choice the family 
chooses. Splitting the student body with an A or B 
designation is important for planning that maintains 
our social distancing and other safety procedures in 
our buildings. You can always discuss special 
circumstances with your building principal. 

Students with IEPs 

Will students with IEPs be able to go back to 
school four days a week? 
 
 
 
 

Some students will be recommended for in-person 
instruction 4 days per week. These are IEP team 
discussions related to student need. Parents are 
encouraged to discuss with their case managers. 
 



 
Is there any consideration for students with 
504 plans to return to school earlier? 

At the present time, students are scheduled to return 
to hybrid on 11/30, pending board approval. If there 
are specific concerns to be addressed, parents are 
encouraged to reach out to their child's school 
counselor/504 Coordinator. 
 

Other 

Will there be a Spring sports season? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Will student clubs return during the winter 
months? 

At this time, the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association has not altered the Winter (Official start 
date is November 20) or Spring (Official start date is 
March 8)  Sports seasons in any way.  However, the 
PIAA have permitted schools to alter starting dates 
based on the Board of School Directors from member 
school districts.  Amended schedules and playoff 
schedules have been implemented for fall sports, so 
there may be additional changes to Winter and Spring 
seasons. 
 
A number of clubs will return beginning in October. 
Some modifications will occur, but we are hoping for a 
robust club program to return as we transition back to 
our Phased School Reopening Health & Safety Plan. 
Building principals will be able to share what clubs 
will begin operating, along with advisor information. 
 

 
 
 


