
 

 

 
 

       POTTSGROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
               

         1301 Kauffman Road 
          Pottstown, PA 19464-2398 
          Phone: (610) 327-2277      

 
  
  

Thursday, July 23, 2020 
 
 
 Dear Pottsgrove Families: 
 

Earlier this week, we provided our families with preliminary education options for the 2020-2021 school year.  
Last evening, we had more than 700 community members participate in our Parent Town Hall Meeting.  At this 
meeting, the district outlined the Phased School Reopening Health and Safety Plan.  This document was released 
to the community and we welcome community input on that plan. 

 
The purpose of this letter; however, is to detail the education options for the 2020-2021 school year.  Furthermore, 
we ask families to consider these options and prepare their intent for the option that will best meet the needs of 
your child(ren).  Please be reminded that Pottsgrove School District is planning for these options as long as state, 
country, and public health advisories allow.  We ask that families make their selection for the first marking period 
(secondary) or the first trimester (elementary).  The district recognizes that there is great uncertainty moving 
forward and will make every effort to accommodate families that need to change their intent at a later date.  
However, in order for appropriate planning and consistency of instruction, families should aim to have students 
participate in the selected program unless extenuating circumstances arise. 

 
2020-2021 Education Programming Options 
Instruction Option 1:  Hybrid Program 

 
Featuring in person, brick-and-mortar instruction coupled with online instruction 
Students experience in-person instruction within our school buildings during two days of the week.  The other 
three days provide students with online, synchronous and asynchronous connections with teachers and support for 
work completion, practice, and/or extension activities.   

 
The district will work with families selecting this option to ensure students within the same families are on the 
same daily schedule.  

 
Instruction Option 2:  PGSD Virtual Academy 

 
Featuring fully online sessions, both recorded and live 
Students have classes online and will not enter school buildings for instruction.  However, in this option, students 
still have regular, online, synchronous and asynchronous connections and instruction with teachers, only all of it 
will occur online rather than in school buildings. 

 
The PGSD Virtual Academy will provide our students with personalized learning through a rich, rigorous, and 
robust PGSD curriculum taught by PGSD highly qualified teachers.  It ensures special education services; 
extracurricular activities; and live tech, school, and district support. 

 
 
 



 

 

Both options include a portion or full remote learning.  Our goal will be to replicate in person learning by providing 
the following remote learning strategies to consistently engage students: 

 
• Discussion activities 
• Social/emotional learning 
• Small group intervention and enrichment 
• Opportunities for collaboration with peers 
• Live instructional connections and check-ins 

 
2020-2021 Transportation Options 
Per our Phased School Reopening Health and Safety Plan, students riding the bus will be seated two per seat, all riders 
must wear face coverings, and buses will be sanitized after each run.  You may choose to have your child(ren) ride 
district provided transportation, or you may elect to provide your own transportation. 

  
Next Steps 
Parents and families are asked to consider these options over the next week.  The district will ask parents to complete 
a Parent Intent Form by July 30.  Please click HERE to access the Parent Intent form.  This information will greatly 
assist the district in its continued efforts to meet the needs of our students.  Following the collection of this 
information, the district will be in a better position to create classroom assignments. 

  
I also wanted to remind you of the ongoing “Community Conversation” blog that has been established on the PGSD 
website at www.pgsd.org/coronavirus to collect your feedback and questions.    To date, over 600 questions have been 
received within the district through multiple modes.  A Frequently Asked Questions document has been posted to this 
site and will be updated with additional answers. 

 
Certainly, we do not have all the answers; however, we share a top priority to ensure the health, safety, academic, 
behavioral, and social/emotional needs of our students are met. I appreciate your continued understanding, patience, 
and assistance, as we continue to plan for the best educational environment. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
William R. Shirk, Jr., Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 
 


