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Message From the Superintendent, Shellie Feola
Honoring Excellence in Academics, Athletics, and the Arts
Dear Pottsgrove Community,
The Pottsgrove School District’s impressive list of
accolades and accomplishments in academics, athletics
and the arts continues to grow.
An increasing number of Pottsgrove High School students
take Advanced Placement courses and do well on the
rigorous exams, earning the district national recognition
from the College Board. The Pennsylvania Department
of Education has awarded Pottsgrove High School a
coveted “Excellent” rating for its School Performance
Profile – a combination of scores and participation rates
on Keystone Exams, the number of students in Advanced
Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses,
attendance rates, and SAT and ACT scores. Our athletes
routinely best their opponents. Our boys’ soccer team
is the reigning District 1 Champion, and several recent
graduates have gone on to play their sports at the college
level.
We are so proud of these accomplishments! Yet we also
know that our students, teachers, faculty and administrators
are achieving many others that cannot be as easily
measured, and as a result may be less likely to receive
state-wide or national attention. We also value and celebrate
these equally impressive feats.

Pottsgrove Middle School National
Junior Honor Society (NJHS) members
volunteered their time to support the homeless in
Pottstown while middle school social studies students
and high school Key Club members honored local
veterans.
Impressively large numbers of Lower Pottsgrove
Elementary students participate in band or chorus and
the quality of their performances is outstanding. Through
its Book of the Month program, Ringing Rocks Elementary
builds reading skills while emphasizing the importance
of fairness, kindness and respect and strengthening
bonds between home and school. At West Pottsgrove
Elementary, a new focus on wellness has led to student
“brain breaks” – short periods of activity, such as dancing,
that help them achieve better focus on their lessons.
Whether or not measurable by a score or standard, all of
these PGSD achievements are immensely important to
our District’s ultimate goal of educating and inspiring all
students to excel as productive, responsible citizens and
lifelong learners.
I am so proud.

Sincerely,

Shellie Feola, Superintendent
Pottsgrove School District

School Performance Profile Score Earns Pottsgrove High School an “Excellent” State Rating
Pottsgrove High School achieved a coveted “Excellent”
rating for its School Performance Profile from the
Pennsylvania Department of Education.
The School Performance Profile (SPP) is calculated using
a combination of scores and participation rates on
Keystone Exams, the number of students in Advanced
Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses,
attendance rates, and SAT and ACT scores.
“It’s great to see our scores reflect the hard work of our
students, teachers, and administrators,” said Superintendent
Shellie Feola. “I believe all the time we’ve spent aligning

our curriculum to ensure that we are united as a district
in what we’re teaching has had an impact. Our professional
learning communities – that is, our groups of teachers
who come together with administrators to focus on
how to help move students forward – are making a big
difference, as well.”
SPP is the state’s way of evaluating all schools, but this
year only high school scores were calculated because of
a statewide change in standardized tests at the elementary
and middle school level that made calculations difficult.
The state considers an SPP of 70 a passing score, and
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School Performance Profile Score Earns
Pottsgrove High School an “Excellent” State Rating

90 and above is a score of excellence. Pottsgrove earned a score of 90 out of
a possible 107. No high school achieved a perfect score. The state doesn’t release
an average score.
Pottsgrove High School Principal Dr. Bill Ziegler agreed with Superintendent Feola
that this impressive achievement was the result of a massive combined effort and
several initiatives. “Our teachers do everything they can to help students achieve
success,” he said. This includes algebra, biology and literature intervention courses
where teachers provide extra support to students who were not successful on their
first Keystone Exam attempt. “We are examining student data and looking to see
exactly where they need help. Then we tailor instruction to meet the needs of the
student so that the next time, they do well,” he said.
Dr. Ziegler also gave credit to an increase in the amount of time students spend in
Algebra I class, which now earns students 1.5 credits instead of a single credit.
Pottsgrove has also increased the number of Advanced Placement (AP) courses
it offers, and student scores on AP exams have improved. Last school year’s AP
scores outpaced the state average by double digits! See related story on page 3.
“We certainly believe that the strengths of our school district reach much deeper
than test scores or state rating systems,” Superintendent Feola said. “But certainly
this rating is one important indication of our progress, and we’d like everyone to
join in thanking our students, teachers, and parents for all of their efforts. This is
something to celebrate.”

Meet the Pottsgrove School District Board of Directors

Pottsgrove High School
1345 Kauffman Road
Pottstown, PA 19464
610-326-5105
Principal: Dr. William T. Ziegler
Assistant Principal: Mr. Eric Daney
Dean of Students: Mr. Todd Van Horn
Athletic Director: Mr. Gary DeRenzo

(continued)

Pottsgrove School District’s nine board members are
proud of the district they serve!
“Pottsgrove Pride is what I have when I look at my daughters, who are 2008
and 2012 Pottsgrove alumni. Our Pottsgrove school district gave them the
necessary educational skills to help them become successful individuals!”
Board Member Diane Cherico

Pottsgrove Middle School
1351 North Hanover Street
Pottstown, PA 19464
610-326-8243
Principal: Dr. Dave Ramage
Assistant Principal: Mr. Christopher Becker
Lower Pottsgrove Elementary School
1329 Buchert Road
Pottstown, PA 19464
610-323-7510
Principal: Mrs. Yolanda Williams
Assistant Principal: Mr. Steven Sieller

Matt Alexander

Ashley Custer

Patti Grimm

Ringing Rocks Elementary School
1401 Kauffman Road
Pottstown, PA 19464
610-323-0903
Principal: Mrs. Lisa Jones
West Pottsgrove Elementary School
25 Grosstown Road
Stowe, PA 19464
610-323-6510
Principal: Mrs. Terri Koehler
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Jim Lapic

Al Leach

Rick Rabinowitz

John Rossi

Board Member Bill Parker

“Why have I continued to keep my son in the Pottsgrove District? Why, when
I had to move, was I sure to stay in this area? Because of our hard working and
caring teachers! Now, as a board member, I take pride in the fact that we have
the most dedicated administrators, teachers, and students in all of Pennsylvania!”
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PGHS Makes Advanced Placement National Honor Roll
helps boost GPA. All said they encouraged their peers to
enroll in AP classes. Liz Driehaus said she always lets friends
know when she enjoys a particular course or teacher. AP
courses are a great idea, said Avery Sicher, “as long as
you are prepared to do the work!”

Pottsgrove High School has made the Advanced Placement
(AP) School District Honor Roll!
This prestigious honor is given only to those high schools
that make AP classes available to more students while
maintaining or increasing the percentage of students who
earn a score of 3 or better on the rigorous AP exams.
Scoring at least 3 out of a possible 5 points proves that the
student is capable of entry-level college course work, and
many colleges will grant college credit for such a score.

The District’s latest AP scores outpaced the state
average by double digits! Here’s a closer look:

v 28.20% increase in total number of AP students

Pottsgrove High School was one of 43 high schools in
Pennsylvania – just three in Montgomery County – to earn
this honor. The College Board created the Honor Roll in 2010.
This is the first time Pottsgrove High School was recognized.
“We’re excited about it!” said Principal Dr. Bill Ziegler.
“Through the dedication of both students and teachers,
this is a great honor we’ve earned.”
Superintendent Shellie Feola agrees.
“This is an important measure of our
progress,” she said. “We’d like everyone
to join in thanking our students, teachers
and parents for all their efforts.”
PGHS math teacher Jaime Reinhart,
who teaches AP statistics, attributes
Pottsgrove’s AP success to a multipronged effort. The high school added
more AP courses, which increased
from 10 in 2013 to 16 in 2015, and
the district has provided professional
development to AP course teachers.
In one-on-one conversations and more
organized group efforts, teachers and
guidance counselors are encouraging
students to challenge themselves with
AP courses, Mrs. Reinhart said. PSAT
scores show guidance counselors
which students are likely to thrive in
AP courses, and they contact students
and parents. At AP/STEAM night,
8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students
and their parents learn about course
offerings, in part through an informational
video some of Mrs. Reinhart’s students
made and a pamphlet she made
describing the course and the careers
that use statistics. From elementary
school the whole way up to high
school, an aligned math curriculum
prepares students for AP and other
higher-level courses. Mrs. Reinhart
has personally seen the results.
“My enrollment in AP statistics went
from 19 students last year to 60
students this year!” she said.
A group of Pottsgrove seniors said
they signed up for AP classes to be
academically challenged, better
prepared for college and to save
money by earning college credits in
high school. Alex Gallion noted the
weighting of the AP course credits
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since 2013

v 56.50% increase in number of AP exams taken
in 2015

v 65.21% increase in students achieving an AP
exam score of 3 or higher

v 23 students named AP Scholars in 2015 – almost
triple the number in 2013

A Lifetime of
Financial Benefits
Tri County Area Federal Credit Union offers affordable
financial services to all our community members.
• Personal Savings and Checking Accounts
• Low-rate Auto, Home and Personal Loans
• Business and Youth Accounts, plus much more

Our new Pottsgrove High School student
branch is now open to students, faculty
and staff near the cafeteria!
Hours: Mon. & Fri. 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Wed. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Not a member yet? Not a problem.
Visit www.tcafcu.org to apply online.

1550 Medical Drive, Pottstown, PA 19464
110 Pottstown Ave., Pennsburg, PA 18073

www.tcafcu.org | 610-326-3705
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High School Construction Set to Wrap Up This August
Pottsgrove High School’s $28
million renovation and expansion
project is on schedule for an
August finish! The new gym and
cafeteria are complete. The library and instructional spaces in
the main classroom wing housing English, math and special
education are completed, as well as the art and music rooms.
Work continues on the remaining classrooms, auditorium, high
school office, guidance center, main lobby, new science and
engineering labs and artificial turf multi-purpose field.
“Working through the school year without disrupting students has
taken careful planning and coordination,” said Director of Facilities
Jeffrey Cardwell. Workers must clear the hallways when students
change classes, and contractors even made the most of the two
days that students stayed home due to the January blizzard.

Invisalign
or

Braces

$3995

PROUD C
ORPORATE PARTNER OF

Daniel Kratzer, DMD
625 N. Charlotte Street
Pottstown, PA 19464

610-401-0559 • exeterorthodontics.com
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Falcon Athletes Soar to Success!
Boys Soccer Wins PIAA District 1 Championship
The Pottsgrove High School boys soccer team finished this season with
a 13-10 record and the PIAA District 1 AA championship!
This was Pottsgrove’s second-ever district title. Congratulations players
and coaches. We can’t wait for next year!

Three Class of 2015 Athletes Now Playing at the College Level
Three Pottsgrove High School student-athletes who graduated
in 2015 are now playing at the college level.
Brendan Wurtz, a PGHS lacrosse player who was named
to the All PAC-10 team for both lacrosse and cross country,
is now playing lacrosse with the Messiah College Falcons.
Brendan planned to study mathematics in secondary education
at Messiah, which is located in Mechanicsburg, PA.
Gabi Ermish, a PGHS softball player who was named
2nd Team PAC-10 pitcher, All-Area First Team pitcher and

Brendan with his mom Shari, Coach Michaels,
girlfriend Kiersten, Coach Porter, and dad Steve.

This year’s District 1 AA Boys Soccer Champions

2nd Team All-State Pitcher, is now playing softball with the
Bryant University Bulldogs! Gabi planned to study finance
at Bryant, which is located in Smithfield, RI.
Emily Glinecke, a PGHS swimmer who was District 1
Champion in the 100 M Breaststroke and 200 M Freestyle,
is now swimming with the Arizona State University Sun
Devils! Emily planned to study exercise science at Arizona
State, which is located in Phoenix, AZ.
Congratulations!

Gabi with mom Lori, Coach Trythall, Coach Greene,
Coach Davis, Coach Ferguson, and dad Mark.

Emily with Coach Jones, Coach Youtzy, Coach
Shuster and her mom, Nancy.

Pottsgrove Students Shine in Tough WordWright Competition
Pottsgrove High School students won high honors in the first
round of this year’s WordWright Challenge, a competition
requiring careful reading and keen analysis of prose and poetry.
In the October meet, Senior
Janine Faust was among the 38
highest-scoring seniors in the
entire country. Maxwell Hazel,
a sophomore, was among the 60
highest-scoring sophomores in
the nation. Sophomore Charles
Walsh and seniors Erika Lessig
and Avery Sicher also excelled
in the competition. The PGHS
students stood out in a huge
crowd of competitors: More than
63,000 high school students from 48 states entered the
contest.
Janine and Maxwell said that the competition benefits
students by exposing them to many different forms of writing,
new concepts, and new vocabulary.
For Maxwell, the best part is learning new words. For Janine,
it’s a chance to compete in something she’s always loved
Winter 2016

doing, and to learn more about
writing well by reading things
that are well-written. “I plan on
pursuing a career in the field of
either English or journalism, so
I am grateful to WordWright for
exposing me to higher levels
of writing and giving me the
chance to improve at what I enjoy
through practice,” she said.
English Department Chairman
Todd Kelly coordinates Pottsgrove’s
participation in the contest. The rigorous competition helps
prepare students for what they’ll face on the Advanced
Placement tests, the exams they must take to earn credit for
AP courses.
“Another reason we do it is it gives our kids a chance
to learn how they stack up nationally,” Mr. Kelly said.
“Students are participating from everywhere, Hawaii to
New York. They come from magnet schools and private
schools. If you’re one of the top performers, you’re really
at the top among a lot of high-performing students.”
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AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
Lower Pottsgrove
Instrumental, Vocal Music
Thriving at Lower Pottsgrove

More than half of Lower
Pottsgrove’s students participate
in band, orchestra or chorus.
Music teachers Darrell Weyman,
Kristen Hyde and Heather Hodgdon
say they are excited both about
the number of students they work
with and the quality of the work
those students are doing. Learning
to play an instrument or sing helps
elementary students build both
academic skills and self-esteem,
the teachers said.

Lower Pottsgrove Collected
Pajamas, Will Collect Backpacks,
for Kids in Need

Members of Lower Pottsgrove
Elementary’s Student Leadership
Committee are increasing their school’s
community involvement! Their school
pajama drive collected many pajamas
for local non-profit Plaid Pajamas Project, which then distributed the PJs to kids
who need them. The Committee is now organizing a backpack drive.

2014-15 Yearbook Honored for Excellence

The Lower Pottsgrove Elementary School Yearbook staff – a group of parent
volunteers! – received an honorable mention in the 2015 Lifetouch Yearbook
Showcase contest. Lower Pottsgrove’s yearbook competed against elementary
yearbooks from across the country.

Ringing Rocks Elementary
Book of the Month: One Program, Many Benefits

Ringing Rocks Elementary’s new Book of the Month program fosters students’ love of
reading while also teaching positive behavior traits and reinforcing the tie between home
and school.
Book of the Month selections promote the positive character traits that are part of Ringing
Rocks’ School Wide Positive Behavior Program, including respect, fairness, kindness,
trustworthiness and dependability. Research reveals that students who develop these
qualities also perform better in school.
Classroom teachers read the selection with their classes and lead discussions related to
these elements of good citizenship. Students take turns taking the book home to share
with their families. Reading together boosts students’ reading skills, and having every
Ringing Rocks family read the same book builds a sense of community.

Ringing Rocks Students Collect Food for Local Pantry

Students at Ringing Rocks follow the Falcon Five values, and recently put the “be caring” value into practice by bringing an abundance of food donations to school. The donations collected through the Ringing Rocks drive were donated to a local food pantry.

West Pottsgrove Elementary Focuses on Wellness
Wellness Activities Part of Every School Day

Through the leadership of the Wellness Team, West Pottsgrove has
built wellness activities into each school day. Mornings begin not
only with the Pledge of Allegiance, but the joke of the day, a musical
“brain break,” and a chance for students to wish each other a good
day. Teachers give “brain breaks” – short, fun activities that give
the brain a rest - throughout the day to help students regain focus.
Students may choose to sit on an exercise ball rather than a chair.
School parties are now dance parties, for fun and physical fitness.

Encouraging Parents to Participate

West Pottsgrove added healthy snacks to PTA meetings and demonstrated a “brain break” for parents at Back to School Night. The school
provided information on “brain breaks” to parents so they can use the
technique at home when children are struggling with homework.
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AROUND OUR SCHOOLS
Pottsgrove Middle School
National Fuel Up to Play 60 Program Selects PGMS Student as PA Ambassador

Fuel Up to Play 60 (FUTP60) selected Pottsgrove Middle student Mya Krueger as the Pennsylvania
student ambassador. She attended the national conference in Chicago with our PUTP60 faculty
advisor, Marilyn Eaton. FUTP60 is a school nutrition and exercise program launched by the NFL
and National Dairy Council in collaboration with the United States Department of Agriculture.

National Junior Honor Society Members Volunteer to Help the Homeless

Some members of the Pottsgrove Middle School National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) assisted
with an event to support the homeless in Pottstown. NJHS Faculty Advisor Deb MacIlvain
organized the effort and students volunteered their time during the holiday break.

Social Studies Students Honor and Support Veterans, Compare Wars

Social Studies students from teacher Amy Cantymagli’s seventh grade class extended their
classroom activities to honor veterans and support a local chapter of the Wounded Warriors
organization. They compared aspects of Revolutionary War with recent conflicts and
presented their findings on a special night at Friendly’s™ in Pottstown.

Pottsgrove High School
Key Club Hosts 2015 Veterans Day Breakfast

Pottsgrove High School’s 96-member Key Club hosted a Veterans Day Breakfast for 50 area
military veterans, including some of their own parents and grandparents.
Senior and Key Club President Isabella Nelson put it like this: “My biggest concern right now
is which colleges I am going to get accepted to. When they were my age, their concerns were,
‘How am I going to protect my country and the people next to me?’”

High School Actors Perform Fables for Elementary Fans

Pottsgrove’s elementary schools were treated to performances of The Fabulous Fable
Factory by the high school actors in November and December. The musical brought to life
several of Aesop’s classic fables with contemporary twists, including “The Lion and the
Mouse” and “The Tortoise and the Hare.”

Pottsgrove High School Student
Named National Merit Scholar
Semi-Finalist

Congratulations to Pottsgrove senior
Elizabeth Driehaus, who was named
a National Merit Scholar semi-finalist!
National Merit Scholars are chosen
based on their junior year PSAT scores.
Liz was one of 16,000 students to
earn this honor across the nation.

Got Pain? Try Physical Therapy
• Low Back, Hip, & Neck Pain
• Knee, Ankle, & Foot Pain
• Pre/Post-surgical Rehab • Lymphedema Therapy
• Shoulder, Elbow, & Hand Pain • Post-Concussion Syndrome • Chiropractic
• Athletic Injuries
Aquatic
Therapy

Hands-On
Manual
Therapy

2014

We are a Direct Access Provider. No Prescription Needed!
(Some Restrictions May Apply)

Gilbertsville • Barto • Skippack • Phoenixville • Limerick • Stowe

www.facebook.com/MishockPhysicalTherapy
www.mishockpt.com
610-327-2600
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Harlem Wizards vs. Pottsgrove Staff Infection
Basketball Battle a Hugely Successful Education
Foundation Fundraiser

The Pottsgrove Staff Infection took on the Harlem
Wizards in a November basketball match-up that pitted
a determined team of Pottsgrove teachers, administrators
and alumni against the world-famous talented — and
hilarious — professional athletes.
More than 700 tickets were sold for the game, which
was the first event held at the new Pottsgrove High
School gymnasium.
Final score: “A lot (the Wizards) to a little (the Infection),” said Athletic Director Gary DeRenzo, a board member of the
Pottsgrove Education Foundation, the event’s sponsor. “We didn’t really keep score.”
There was really no need to, as everybody won: Players and attendees all had a fantastic time. The Wizards’ tricks entertained
the crowd throughout the game. They called all the kids onto the court for
a dance party afterward. The event raised about $5,400 for the education
foundation, a non-profit that funds mini-grants for special projects in district
schools, sponsors the district’s Reading Olympics teams, buys books, recognizes
significant contributions by staff and community members and much more.
The Foundation is planning more terrific events, including the annual 5K Fun
Run and Walk in May. Watch for flyers and other information in March.
Individuals or businesses who would like to make a tax-deductible donation
to the Pottsgrove Education Foundation should visit www.pgsd.org/foundation,
where they can download a brochure and donor packet. There’s also an easy
way for anyone who shops on Amazon.com to help! Before shopping, visit
the web address above and click on the AmazonSmile link at the bottom of the
page. Amazon will donate a portion of eligible purchases to the Foundation.
Friend Pottsgrove School District on Facebook.
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Follow us on Twitter.
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